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TRS Playing Meeting
February 25, 2:30-
5:00 in Durham

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

The meeting will be led by Patricia 
Petersen & Mary McKinney. Anyone who would like to 
have a specific need addressed during the Level I 
playing group, please email your requests to Mary at 
MaryMcKinney001@verizon.net.

Location and Directions: Westminster Presbyterian 
Church: 3639 Old Chapel Hill Road, Durham (corner 
of Shannon Drive)

From Raleigh, take I-40 to the 15-501 exit; turn right 
onto 15-501, towards Durham. When the road 
divides, keep left (Business 15-501). About 2 1/2 
miles from I-40, just past South Square Shopping 
Center, turn right onto Shannon (the 5th light from I-
40; Office Depot will be on your right); it will dead end 
at Old Chapel Hill Road. Cross Old Chapel Hill Road 
to go directly into the church driveway. Go to the 
Music Room, on the 2nd floor of the Education 
Building (the middle building). From Chapel Hill. take 
15-501 towards Durham, and see directions above.

Costs: For members, meeting fees are $5.00. For 
non-members, the first visit is free; subsequent 
meetings are $7.00. Our newest anthology is 
$12.00 for members and $15.00 for non-members. 
Pat will have them available for purchase.

v TRS Workshop-  March 17!
March is National Play-the-Recorder Month, so be 
sure to register for the March 17 TRS Early Music 
Workshop! The theme is "Music of Saints and 
Sinners," and we have fabulous guest faculty lined up. 
DON'T MISS this opportunity for yourself! REGISTER 
NOW while you are thinking about it; this workshop 
often fills up, and we don't want any TRS folks to get 
closed out! (Registering now will also save you $10!)

All workshop information is on our website: 
http://trianglerecorder.org

v Recorder Reminders
          From TRS President Mary McKinney

Practice makes perfect!   Here we are in 
February, and what's special about that? 
Valentine's Day and cold weather are two 
things that come to mind. So, how about 
serenading your sweetheart with a recorder 
melody?! To sweeten that tone, put in some 
extra recorder practice time when it's just too 
cold to go outside.

Recorder Day- March 11   The American 
Recorder Society has designated March 11 as 
"Recorder Day" and encourages recorder 
players to gather and play Pete Rose's original 
composition "Dynamo" (commissioned by ARS 
for 2006 and found in the January issue of 
American Recorder magazine). Anyone up for 
a "playdate" on March 11? Mary will 
coordinate this if you email her at 
MaryMcKinney001@verizon.net.

ARS Membership Special   The ARS holds a 
Membership Special during "Play-the-
Recorder-Month." New members, or members 
that have lapsed for more than two years, may 
join the ARS for $30, saving 25% off the 
normal price of $40. See 
http://www.americanrecorder.org for details.   

Work and Play
A big thanks to Marie for opening her home 
Sunday February 4 for some work and "play." 
Dwina, Granger, Michael S., and Mary came 
over to help get the workshop brochures 
folded, labeled, and mailed; all then enjoyed a 
good playing session!

Attention, Composers! 
The American Recorder Society has 
announced the "ARS Original Composition 
Contest" for new recorder quartet music. 
September 10, 2007 is the deadline for 
submissions.  See 
http://www.americanrecorder.org for details.
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TWhat Level of Recorder Player Are You?:
When we fill out the registration form for a recorder workshop, we are asked to write down our playing level. Do you 
know what yours is? 

It is reasonable that you might not know exactly what it is because there are so many factors involved and because 
different teachers or workshop organizers may have varying criteria for level designations. If you're like me, you're 
also at different levels for various aspects of recorder playing: technical ability (fingering, tonguing, breath control 
for pitch, articulation, tone), musicianship (reading ability, ensemble playing, responding to the director), musicality 
(playing with sensitivity to the style of music and to the other players, using nuances of expression). This is 
especially true for experienced musicians who are new to recorder playing! 

At our January meeting, Pat gave us a list of criteria off the top of her head. These are listed below. Can you place 
yourself largely in a single category? If not, when filling out a registration form, you might enumerate some specifics 
about your abilities and about what you would like to get out of your learning experience. This will help workshop or 
course organizers to place you in sessions that will be the best match for you.

● Novice player:  knows one and a half octaves of notes, including a few sharps and flats, on at least one 
size of recorder. This player can play fairly slow homophonic music in simple meters and, accompanied by 
other players on the same part, keep his place in that music.   

● Lower Intermediate player: should know most of the notes on one instrument, and be starting a different 
fingering and/or clef, or be working on reading alto up an octave. This player is beginning to be able to 
follow a conductor, count with a half note beat, and get back in when lost in simple music.

● Intermediate player:  is comfortable with all the notes in both C and F fingering, and should be well along 
with playing "alto up" or bass. This player is becoming increasingly fluent with cut time and, accompanied 
by other players on the same part, can keep his place in easy polyphonic music at a moderate tempo. This 
player, with some practice, can attend to phrasing, articulation, and intonation, and with attention to a 
conductor can often get back in when lost.

● Upper Intermediate player: plays C & F fingerings, reads bass clef and alto up, and may be dabbling in C 
clefs.  Keeping place while alone on a part is not a problem except in complicated music. Good articulation, 
phrasing, and intonation are becoming more of a habit. Beating large note values is not often a problem.

● Advanced player: has reasonably nimble fingers, plays all instruments, reads alto up, may read C clefs, 
keeps (or quickly finds) his place in nearly all music, and has a sense of appropriate style for both 
Renaissance and Baroque music.
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